
It’s six months to Christmas and the arrival of Adelaide’s tallest indoor Christmas tree in 
our stunning Mortlock Chamber. To celebrate we have a scavenger hunt for you to solve.

Follow the clues to find eight toys from the Library’s collection hidden around the  
State Library. Unscramble the letters to answer:

What do you give others on Christmas morning?

I’m near a photo of a 
taxidermy tiger, tucked 
away in a corner of the 

Mortlock Chamber.

Where athletes are  
on display in the 

Mortlock Chamber.

In the Mortlock 
Chamber look  

under the stained  
glass windows.

A place to have a bite  
to eat or drink.

A place where the tall 
ships have anchored in 
the Mortlock Chamber.

On the way to the 
reading nook, where 
our natural treasures 

are on display.

Find where the 
newspapers are in  

the Research Library  
and the typewriter.

Look under the 
panoramic photo of 

Adelaide in 1865 in the 
Mortlock Chamber.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY  
SCAVENGER HUNT

Answer:

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____



AWESOME ACTIVITIES TO DISCOVER  
AT THE STATE LIBRARY 

Walk across the Bastyan Walkway which connects the 
new building to the Mortlock Wing. As you enter the 
Mortlock Chamber take a moment to stop, look and listen.

How many stuffed birds can you see?

_____________________________________________________

What animals can you see in the Mortlock Chamber?

_____________________________________________________

Draw the animal that interests you  
the most.

The State Library collects and preserves our  
stories from the past and the present for you  
and future generations.

This trail will take you on an adventure through the 
Library to discover the many treasures and stories  
to be found. 

Start in the glass foyer of the Library’s Spence Wing 
and follow the trail to the famous Mortlock Wing, 
exploring the Library to finish at the Institute Building.

Head to the stairs leading to the upper level of the 
Spence Wing. Stop at the landing of the stairs and  
look up - you will see the person whom this wing is 
named after.

What is her name?

_____________________________________________________

The picture here is an enlargement from a miniature 
portrait painting in oils, only 7 x 6 cm in size. The 
original was painted from a photograph by Adelaide 
artist Maude Gordon, in around 1900.

Climb the stairs and discover the hundreds of books 
that formed the Circulating Library. People could pay a 
fee to join the library and borrow books. Now the State 
Library is a research library, but you can borrow books 
for free from any Public Library.

Explore the many shelves and find a title 
that captures your attention.

What is the name of the book?

_____________________________________________________

How old do you think the oldest book in the Chamber is?

_____________________________________________________

Stop and stand behind the clock, take a moment to 
listen to it tick. 

Do you have a clock at home that makes a similar 
ticking sound?

_____________________________________________________
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Did you know her portrait replaced the Queen on the Australian $5 
note in the year 2000?

Did you know this 
clock needs to be 
hand wound once a 
week to keep time? 
A librarian has done 
this every week for 
over 130 years.

Check out our 

family activities!

1

2

3

4

Party Menu

Explore the Library with 
our free Family Trail - 

available from the 
Information Desk,  

level one.

See Adelaide’s 
tallest indoor 

Christmas tree in 
the Mortlock on 

Pageant Day, 
Saturday 4 

November 2023.

Create your perfect party menu at our  
family activity table - Treasures Wall,  

level one. 

Visit www.slsa.sa.gov.au/family-fun  
to discover all our activities and 
download free resources. 

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/family-fun
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au

